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LETTERS OF JUDGE THOMAS TODD, OF KENTUCKY, 
TO HIS SON AT COLLEGE. 

Judge Thomas Todd, born in King and Queen County, Virginia, Jan- 
uary 23, 1765, died at his home at Frankfort, Kentucky, February 7, 1826, 
in his sixty-second year, and is buried at Frankfort. 

In 1781, during the invasion of Virginia by Generals Philips and 
Arnold, he served six months in the American Army. He graduated in 
1783 at Liberty Hall (Washington and Lee) and came that summer to Bed- 
ford County, Virginia, and lived in the family of his cousin. Judge Harry 
Innes, and in the spring of 1784 came to Kentucky, and commenced the 
practice of law at Danville. 

He was the secretary of the ten conventions 1784-1792, looking to the 
formation of the State; Clerk of Federal Court of the District of Ken- 
tucky ; the first Clerk of Court of Appeals ; Judge of the Court of Appeals 
1801, and Chief Justice in 1806. 

In 1807 appointed Judge of the U. S. Supreme Court, holding his 
court twice a year each in Nashville, Frankfort and Chillicothe, and six 
months during the winter in Washington City. Judge Todd filled the 
latter position until his death — ^twenty years. 

C. H. Todd, M. D. 

Owensboro, Ky., December 26, 1912. 

Col. Charles Stewart Todd, born January 22, 1791, in Lyncoln County, 
Kentucky, died May 16, 1871, in his eighty-first year, and buried at 
Owensboro. 

Graduate of William and Mary College, Williamsburg, Virginia, in 
i8og. Student at Law at Litchfield, Conn., i8io-'ii ; Attorney-at-Law 
in Lexington, Kentucky, 1812. 

Aid-de-Camp on General William Henry Harrison's staff War of 
1812; winter of 1813 and '14 Inspector General, rank of Major, and win- 
ter of i8i4-'is Inspector General Northwestern Army, with ranll of Col- 
onel of Cavalry. 

In 1815 attorney-at-law at Frankfort, Kentucky, and June, 1816, mar- 
ried the youngest daughter of Governor Isaac Shelby. 

Appointed in 1820 by President James Monroe Minister to Colombiaj 
, South America, on the death of Commodore Perry. 

In 1841 President Tyler appointed Colonel Todd Minister to Russia. 

C. H. Todd, M. D. 
Owensboro, Ky., December 26, 1912. 
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Washington City, March 9th, 1808. 
My dear Charles, 

I have received but tw^o letters from you since you left Ken- 
tucky, one I received at Chillicothe & the other at this place; 
I am much gratified that you are so well pleased with your situa- 
tion at William & Mary, and I shall rest with confidence in your 
exertions to make the greatest advantage of that pre-eminent 
situation. This my dear Son is the golden period for improve- 
ment, the succeeding four years, will be the most important to 
you, in the course of your whole life, you are now laying the 
foundation on which your future prospects thro life depend, the 
more solid the foundation, the greater certainty in supporting & 
rearing the superstructure. This period is to form your char- 
acter — ^habits of industry & study are now easily acquired & pur- 
sued, which will become familiar & easy & last you forever. If 
on the contrary you now neglect them, you fall into idleness, 
which begets sloth, that engenders /dissipation & finally all energy 
of thought, of character & of respectability is forever gone, no 
exertion can produce a reformation and you will sink into con- 
tempt & misery. I do not mention these things from any fears 
that you will so neglect the present opportunity afforded, but 
as a caution to you, on the contrary I have the utmost confidence 
in your diligence & application, I hope to hear that you have 
signalized yourself, for your genius & assiduity & that you will be 
your country's boast. 

The supreme court has continued its term, & I haf e been kept 
here so much longer than I had calculated on that I cannot take 
Richmond in my route home. 

I have written to M'' Adams & enclosed him an order on Col" 
Gamble of Richmond for $35, which I have requested him to send 
you, as soon as he receives it if I can negotiate a Bill here I will 
send you $50 more before I leave this place, if not I shall request 
M"' Adams to furnish you with that sum — my stay here has in- 
creased my expenses beyond my calculation & I am fearful I shall 
not have enough to take me home — write immediately on the 
receipt of this letter & always keep me advised as to your funds, 
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as I wish you not to be in arrears direct your letter to Frankfort, 
Kentucky, as I shall leave this before your answer can reach me. 

I very much wish that you will study French. I find it spoken 
by all genteel people & is much used in commercial affairs. I 
also wish you to learn stenography, it will be of immense import- 
ance to you in your profession it will enable you to take notes 
with facility & correctness. 

You have not informed me in what grade you matriculated, 
I am anxious to know your standing in College & can can thereby 
judge of your improvement. 

Present my respects to M"" Coleman & family give me a sketch 
of your society & the circle in which you visit. 

Y-- Affo father 

Thomas Todd. 
Charles S. Todd Esq"" 

at the University of 
William & Mary 

Williamsburg, Va. 

Woodford June 4th 1808. 
My dear Charles, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of two letters from you one 
of the 2ist of March & the other of the 28th of April last & have 
observed their contents. Your reflections on the subjects of my 
letters & admonitions are Just, and if you will carry into prac- 
tice those principles & morals which you have theorized, I have 
no doubt you will experience much pleasure & happiness from 
them. 

I was distressed at the information which you gave me of the 
Riot in College, but was much pleased at the part you acted, for 
however I am attached to liberality & Republicanism yet I am 
equally so to good order, decorum, & a proper degree of sub- 
ordination. It also gave me great pleasure to hear from M' 
George Madison the honorable manner in which his brother (the 
Bishop) had mentioned the conduct of yourself & young Croghan. 
I hope you both will persevere in such laudable conduct. I am 
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also pleased with the circle of your Acquaintance, it is by asso- 
ciating with the virtuous & respectable part of the community that 
we learn & imitate laudable Actions, 'til they become habitual & 
familiar. 

I have made an arrangement with M"" George Madison to pay 
him $50 for his brother & shall be very glad to do so every year 
as long as you continue at College. M"' Madison will forward to 
his brother a receipt for his taxes. I now enclose you fifty dollars 
in Virginia bank notes, amount. Number & description on the 
other page. I sent you $50 dollars from the Federal City & drew 
an Order on Col" Gamble of Richmond in favor of M"" Adams 
for $35. more which I requested M"" Adams to send you. In your 
last you mentioned that you had rec* of M'' Adams $60 the greater 
part of which you had spent. I must here remind you of the 
promise to send me an account of your disbursements, the last 
seems to be a charge in the lump, without giving the items, this 
promise I cannot dispense with, because I wish you to be frugal 
& economical, without being parsimonious or penurious & by 
keeping an account of the items, which you will frequently review, 
you will readily discover yourself such as are unnecessary & 
improper. 

Your Mama still suffers much from ill health & I begin to 
entertain apprehensions that she never will be restored perfectly, 
she participates in the pleasure which we both anticipate from 
your exertions & good conduct. 

Present my respects to M"' Madison & M' Coleman & family 
& assure them that I feel very grateful for their friendly atten- 
tions to you. 

y Aff« father 

I Bank Note N" 124. B. Thomas Todd, 

dated 2"* Oct* 1804. $10 
iD" N" 2683. D. 14* Nov 

1805 20 

ID" N" 3246. B. 8* Jan 20 
1807 



$ 50 Received July 14'" 

Answered July 16*" 
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Charles S. Todd Esq-- 
Williamsburg 
Virginia 

Woodford Aug' 23* 1808 
Mail 
My dear Charles, 

I wrote just before I set out for Nashville in June last & 
enclosed fifty dollars in Virginia Bank notes, the receipt of which 
you have not acknowledged nor have I rec* an answer to my 
letter, I have also paid M' George Madison fifty dollars on 
Account of the Bishop these sums debit will be as follows 

To this sum advanced when setting out for WiHiamsburg $200.0.0 

To an order on Col° Gamble (Richmond) 35-0.0 

To Cash remitted to you from Federal City 50.0.0 

To D" settled with M"' Geo. Madison 50.0.0 

To D° remitted you in June last 50.0.0 

from which you will find that you are only $25 short of your 
annual allowance, when you have been absent about eight months 
only. I have stated this Ace* merely to bring to your recollection, 
how necessary it is to be prudent & economical & that upon an 
equal dividend of my Salary among a wife & five children, allow- 
ing $400 to each I shall have but a scanty sum to bear my ex- 
penses in travelling & attending the several Courts where Official 
duty requires me. But I will not be parsimonious in my expendi- 
tures on the Education of my children, provided I am assured it 
is not mispent or applied improperly & therefore was I fully 
satisfied of their application, assiduity & attention, I should not 
calculate the Cents which "it cost ;from the lenor of your letter 
to me, your Mother & Sisters as well as from other sources, I 
entertain fears, that you have not been as studious & attentive 
to your collegiate duties, as you ought to have been. You say 
"the last week or two my attention has been so completely 
monopolized by the Ladies that I had entirely forgottfen the 
object of my mission here." Surely you have been greally meta- 
morphozed, for not long since, I understood from your letters 
to some of the family, you were an entire recluse. 
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The fear that you will go from one extreme to the other, has 
induced me to procure a friend for you, who will by his experi- 
ence, his reason & Judgment be able to advise & correct any 
errors arising from Juvenile propensities. I have solicited the 
Bishop to take upon himself your entire Guardianship & request 
that you will pay implicit obedience to his commands. This I 
have done from abundant caution, not that you require it ; but as 
I am at so great a distance & you so young & entering on scenes 
of life new & which may give a cast to the character you may 
assume during the balance of your life. I thought it most pru- 
dent that (you) should have a friend on whom you could (rely) 
for advice — & none more proper than the Bishop whose character 
deservedly stands high. 

M'' Morris sets out about the 20*'' of next month for Vir- 
ginia, by him I shall write you again & then make you a remit- 
tance, which I would now do, if I could procure Virginia Bank 
notes & it is probable that he will be in Richmond as soon as 
this reaches you. 

Your Mama is still in bad health — the rest of the family are 
well. 

yr Aff» 

Thomas Todd. 

P. S. Give our love to M"" & M'-= Adams 
& family — M' Coleman & family. 
Charles S. Todd, Esq' 
at the University 

of 
William & Mary 
Williamsburg 
M"' Madison 

Sept. 25* 1808. 
My dear Charles, 

I wrote you last month by M"' Madison since which I received 
your favor by M"^ Southall & regret very much that I missed the 
pleasure of seeing him on his way from Lexington to Louisville, 
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being from home with your Mama at the Harrodsburg Springs. 
I have not heard of his return from Louisville but will endeavor 
to see him & show him that hospitality which is congenial to a 
Virginian. 

Your letter by M' Semple has not come to hand altho' M"^^ 
Carneal has rec* hers, he was at their House. 

I am much gratified with the account of the hospitable rece{j- 
tion you have met with in Virginia but I'm fearful your attention 
will be too much engross'd with it to attend to your studies. 
You have not informed me how you passed the examination at the 
July vacation, your silence forbodes against you, if so my pride 
will be wounded & I shall attribute your failure to your inatten- 
tion, as all accounts from every quarter speak well of your 
capacity. Recollect the honor, the character & reputation of 
your Country for talent & Genius is in some measure resting on 
you — pride, ambition, nay duty, demands of you an education. 
Show the proud Virginian that a child of the forest in the wilds 
of Kentucky can vie with him in mental acquirements, that nature 
is as fond & endows, her sons of the West, as liberally, as those 
of the Bast. 

In my last I gave you a statement of the sums advanced you, 
I have now made further remittances to M"' Adams, requesting 
him to make you such advances as you stand in need of, I have not 
been able to procure Bank notes, & have imposed on him the 
trouble of collecting some drafts & fees, which would be incon- 
venient to you. 

The attention & hospitality of M"' &M''^ Adams demands your 
. most grateful respect, which I trust you have always observed & 
I hope you have visited your friends in Manchester. 

Your Mama still suffers ill health, she unites with me in our 
best wishes for your progress & welfare — present us affectionately 
to M"" Coleman & his family & believe 

me 
Yours Affec. 
Thomas Todd. 
M' Charles S. Todd 
M' Morris Williamsburg. 
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Frankfort Nov' 15* 1808 
My dear Charles, 

I received yours of the 22"* Ultimo by this days mail in which 
you state great regret & anxiety at what you conceive unfavorable 
& prejudicial impressions gathered from the general tenor of my 
letter, in which you consider the increase of another Guardian as 
indication of disapprobation of your conduct. I am sure a second 
& candid perusal of my letter must remove those impressions, 
for if my memory is correct, I stated to you as a reason for so doing 
that it was more from abundant caution, from fears suggested 
by parental affection, than from a knowledge of any impropriety 
of conduct, if I did not so express myself such were the induce- 
ments. You were young & inexperienced — at a very considerable 
distance from me, or any of your near relatives entering on 
scenes of life new and fascinating — ^to form an acquaintance 
among strangers and in fact at the time when you are to form 
the Character which is to support you thro life. I should have 
been devoid of Affection, nay of common prudence even as to a 
ward, had I omitted such precautions — prevention is greatly pre- 
ferable to correction. We had better use preventives to impr6per 
or immoral conduct than to endeavour to correct it after it has 
happened by doing as we avoid repentance & remorse. 

No my Son, you are mistaken in your impressions — your con- 
duct has not been made known to me, as having been culpable, 
some insinuations as to levity or Juvenile propensities, had 
alarmed my fears, which backed by parental affection suggested 
the measures as cautious & prudential. But why say another 
Guardian, who was the Urst. Your letter breathes in a strain of 
complaints, anxiety & regret, which the subject & measures surely 
do not Justify. Let us drop the subject. 

I have never rec* your letter by M"" Semple. I presume ere 
this you have seen or heard of M'^ Morris, by him I wrote you 
& made remittances to M'' Adams, with a request to make you 
the necessary advances. 

Your Mama still suffers ill health, she much wished you had 
spent the vacation with us, she is anxious to see you, the rest 
of the family are usually well. 
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Present us affectionately M"' Coleman & family & Give my 
respects to the Bishop. And believe me 

Y^ AS" father 
Thomas Todd. 
Charles S. Todd Esq"^ 
at 
William & Mary College, 
Mail Williamsburg, Va. 

Kentucky, May 15*" 1809 
My dear Charles, 

I set out last winter for the Federal City, but owing to the 
extreme high freshets, which had removed every bridge between 
Lexington & Chillicothe & almost every bridge & causeway be- 
tween the latter place & Wheelin, I went no farther than to 
Chillicothe. Your Mama's ill health when I left her had also 
considerable influence to induce me to return. 

I have received several letters from you & should have writ- 
ten long ere this, but I wished to send you a remittance by some 
safe conveyance, (which I have not been able to meet with) & 
am now obliged to send by the mail. 

The Bishop has drawn an order on me in favor of M' George 
Madison for $50.33 which I have accepted & will pay when called 
on, I now enclose you $150. in notes on the Bank of Virginia also 
an order on Col° Robert Gamble for $35. these sums amount to 
$238.33. I have not heard the fate of a Bill remitted M'' Adams 
last fall drawn by Edmund Saunders on Saunders Lyle & 
Saunders for $100. nor as to sundry other sums mentioned in a 
former letter. I had supposed them paid & that you were not 
in want of funds 'til I received your last letter. I should have 
made this remittance sooner but was afraid to remit by mail 
as so many depredations have been commited on it. 

You mention your intention of returning to Kentucky by way 
of Pittsburg & so down the River. If it is your intention to 
return to Williamsburg I doubt whether the fatigue & expenses 
will not exceed the pleasure of the visit & the route is certainly 
objectionable at the season of the year in which you contemplate 



William and Mary Quarterly 29 

returning, the River will be so low that you cannot pass down 
by water, & there is no stage that runs from Pittsburg West- 
wardly. If it is your intention not to return to W™^burg you had 
better travel out by land & if you do intend returning perhaps 
you had better decline the visit, however I leave the matter 
to your own choice in either event, your Mama & all the family 
are anxious to see you. 

If the sums now sent are not sufficient to discharge your debts, 
and purchase a horse & bear your expenses, enquire for M"' 
George Clark in Richmond or its vicinity who generally travels 
to Kentucky once a year & who is engaged in paying the taxes 
here for many non residents, apply to him for what further sums 
you may want for the Journey, show .Jiim this letter & assure 
him that I will refund the sum he may advance you on sight. I 
would request you to call on M"" Adams but suppose that the busi- 
ness he is now engaged in requires all his cash & he might want 
it before I could reimburse him, as the remittance by mail is not 
always safe, nor can light money be always procured. 

Present my respects to the Bishop & affectionately mention me 
to M"' Coleman & family. 

I am Dear Charles 

¥■• Aff' 
Thomas Todd 
Mr. Charles S. Todd 
at 
William & Mary College Virginia 
To the particular 
care of M' 
S. G. Adams 
Richmond 



